CARDIFF COUNCIL
CYNGOR CAERDYDD

Agenda Item CO.

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: 7 June 2022
Report of the Head of Regulatory Services
Application for Premises Licence - Grant
Application No: 073247
Name of Premises: Blame Gloria, 39-41 St Mary Street, Cardiff, CF10 1AD
Ward: Cathays
1.

Application

1.1

An application for the Grant of a Premises Licence has been received from +Venture Battersea
Limited in respect of Blame Gloria, 39-41 St Mary Street, Cardiff, CF10 1AD.

1.2

The applicant has applied for the following:
(1)

In respect of the following licensable activities:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

(2)

The sale by retail of alcohol for consumption on and off the premises.
The provision of regulated entertainment in the form of films (indoors), live music
(indoors) and recorded music (indoors).
The provision of late night refreshment (indoors)

Description of Premises (as stated by applicant):
“Licensed premises”

(3)

Unless otherwise indicated the premises may be open to the public during the following hours
and for any hours consequential to the non-standard timings:
Monday to Sunday: 10:00 to 03:00
On the commencement of British Summertime: 10:00 to 04:00

(4)

To provide licensable activities during the following hours:
(i)

The sale by retail of alcohol for consumption on and off the premises:
Monday to Sunday: 10:00 to 02:30
On the commencement of British Summertime: 10:00 to 03:30

(iv)

The provision of regulated entertainment in the form of films (indoors), live music
(indoors) and recorded music (indoors).
Monday to Sunday: 10:00 to 03:00
On the commencement of British Summertime: 10:00 to 04:00

(ii)

The provision of late night refreshment (indoors and outdoors):
Monday to Sunday: 23:00 to 03:00
On the commencement of British Summertime: 23:00 to 04:00

1.3

A site map showing the premises and a plan of that premises can be found in Appendix A.

2.

Promotion of Licensing Objectives

2.1

The additional conditions proposed by the applicant to meet the licensing objectives are attached to
the report and can be found in Appendix B.

3.

Relevant Representations

3.1

A representation has been received from South Wales Police. A copy of the representation can be
found attached as Appendix C.

3.2

A number of representations have been received from other persons. Copies of the representations
are attached as Appendix D.

4.

Legal Considerations

4.1

In respect of the application the decision must be taken following consideration of the
representations received with a view to promoting the licensing objectives, which are:
Prevention of crime and disorder
Public Safety
Prevention of Public Nuisance
Protection of Children from Harm

4.2

In each case the Sub-Committee may make the following determination
a)
b)
c)

To grant the application.
To modify the conditions of the licence, by altering, omitting or adding to them, where
relevant.
Reject the whole or part of the application.

4.3

All decisions taken by the Sub-Committee must (a) be within the legal powers of the Council and its
Committees; (b) comply with any procedural requirement imposed by law; (c) be undertaken in
accordance with the procedural requirements imposed by the Council e.g. standing orders and
financial regulations; (d) be fully and properly informed; (e) be properly motivated; (f) be taken having
regard to the Council’s fiduciary duty to its taxpayers; and (g) be reasonable and proper in all the
circumstances.

5.

Issues for Discussion

5.1

The application should be determined and the appropriateness of any conditions on the licence
needs to be discussed.

Helen Picton
Regulatory Services

18th May 2022
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APPENDIX B
Operating Schedule

APPENDIX C
South Wales Police Representation

Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

10 May 2022 15:33
Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
Felix Faulkner
Blame Gloria (Adventure Bar)
SWP Reps 'Blame Gloria'.pdf

Importance:

High

*** Warning: This email contains a Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint) or Adobe PDF attachment.
Although this email has been scanned for threats, please think before opening attachments from unrecognised
senders.
Rhybudd: Mae’r e-bost hwn yn cynnwys atodiad Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint) neu PDF Adobe. Er
bod yr e-bost hwn wedi’i sganio ar gyfer unrhyw fygythiadau, meddyliwch cyn agor atodiadau gan anfonwyr nad
ydych yn eu hadnabod. ***

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside Cardiff Council, take care when clicking
links.
ALLANOL: Daw'r e-bost hwn o'r tu allan i Gyngor Caerdydd, cymerwch ofal wrth glicio ar
ddolenni.

Good Afternoon,
Please see attached SWP representations in relation to the application for a new premises license - ‘Blame Gloria’.
Kind regards,

Ymateb nad yw'n Argyfwng\ Non-Emergency Response
Oes angen i chi siarad â'r heddlu ond nid oes angen ymateb brys arnoch? Gallwch roi gwybod am fater drwy ein gwefan https://www.southwales.police.uk, anfon neges breifat atom drwy gyfrif Facebook neu Twitter swyddogol Heddlu De Cymru, neu ffonio 101. Gallwch ddefnyddio
101 i roi gwybod am achosion nad ydynt yn rhai brys i unrhyw heddlu yng Nghymru a Lloegr. Mewn argyfwng, ffoniwch 999 bob amser.
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APPENDIX D
Other persons representations

Barker, Kirstie
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Mackie, Norma (Cllr)
01 May 2022 21:34
Barker, Kirstie
Merry, Sarah (Cllr); Weaver, Christopher (Cllr)
Adventure Bar St Mary's Street
Licensing Objection Adventure Bar St Mary's Street.docx

Hi Kirstie,
Please find attached our objection in respect of the above application.
Regards
Norma
Cllr Norma Mackie and on behalf of Cllrs Merry and Weaver
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Licensing Cardiff Council
01.05.2022

Dear Kirstie
I write on behalf of myself and Cllrs Sarah Merry and Chris Weaver to object to the following
application:
Name of Applicant: +Venture Battersea Limited
Name and Postal address of Premises: Adventure Bar 39-41 St Mary Street Cardiff CF10
1AD
Statement of Relevant Licensable Activities which it is proposed will be carried on or from
the premises together with the relevant times:
1. The sale by retail of alcohol for consumption on and off the premises:
Monday to Sunday: 10:00 to 02:30 On the commencement of British Summertime:
10:00 to 03:30
2. The provision of regulated entertainment in the form of films (indoors), live music
(indoors) and recorded music (indoors):
Monday to Sunday: 10:00 to 03:00 On the commencement of British Summertime:
10:00 to 04:00
3. The provision of late night refreshment (indoors):
Monday to Sunday: 23:00 to 03:00 On the commencement of British Summertime:
23:00 to 04:00
As you will be aware St Mary Street sits in the Cumulative Impact Zone (CIZ) implemented
by Cardiff Council to control the number of licenced alcohol premises in the zone with the
aim to promote the Licensing objectives of:
the prevention of crime and disorder;
public safety;
the prevention of public nuisance and:
the protection of children from harm.
The Cumulative Impact Policy (CIP) which dictates that a CIZ is in place is because it is
already recognised that there are problems related to alcohol consumption in that area, and
that has an impact on public safety and crime and drains the already overstretched police
resources to control it.
We feel that creating another very large drinking establishment, open until 4am, on St Mary
Street will not promote these objectives.
We understand that this company has venues in England providing the same “Adventures”
and that the target customers are large parties of people especially stag and hen parties,

where they are likely to be offered special deals that would encourage them to drink more
in a short space of time, where they are likely to become drunk more easily.
Their Adventure Bar opened in Clapham Junction has now changed its name to Blame Gloria
and its website describes it as a “brand new identity and you had better be prepared,
because now we’ve got an outrageously wild party veteran at our helm.” It describes Gloria
as “Unashamedly scandalous, unapologetically wayward and well versed in the art of the
afterparty. If you need an excuse to pull a sickie – be our guest and Blame Gloria” They also
advertise Bottomless Brunches that involve limitless cocktails.
This company was given a license for another premises, Not Tonight Josephine, a few
months ago in Caroline Street because they convinced the objectors and the sub-committee
that they were creating a safe space for women to enjoy themselves and that they would
not be encouraging them to drink to excess. We now find that are offering 3 sessions a day
of an hour-long bottomless brunch costing £35 a session when drinks are refilled as
requested for no extra cost. To get value for money this would encourage excessive drinking
quickly, increasing the risk of drunkenness and the problems that brings. It appears to be
attracting hen parties with the aim of getting drunk and is nothing like the venue described
at their hearing.
We also have concerns that the customers at this proposed venue will adversely affect the
customers of the Queer Emporium next door. The Queer Emporium was set up to genuinely
create a safe space for LGBT+ customers, a lot of their customers being young people
coming to terms with their sexuality. They come to shop, chat and have a coffee and also to
be signposted to other services if required. This is the first of its kind on the high street and
shows Cardiff as a caring and diverse city. It would be wrong if this business was made to
move or close completely because that safe space has been removed by customers of the
Adventure Bar, possibly to become Blame Gloria, who are likely to be leaving the premises
drunk, early in the afternoon and evening when the shop is open and could well make
comments at or threaten the customers of the Queer Emporium.
It is very difficult to see how this premises, with the above philosophy, could possibly
provide the exemplary application that will promote the Licensing Objectives as required by
the Cumulative Impact Policy (CIP) for the Cumulative Impact Zone active on St Mary’s
Street.
We feel this application will not promote the Licensing Objectives of:
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder;
Promoting Public Safety;
and the Prevention of Public Nuisance
in that it will encourage irresponsible drinking, increasing the number of drunken people on
St Mary’s Street, creating a nuisance to the public with disruptive behaviour with increased
crime and disorder. It would also reduce the safety and the perception of safety to the
customers of the Queer Emporium.

We strongly ask the committee to reject this application.
Regards,

NMackie

Cllr Norma Mackie and on behalf of Cllrs Sarah Merry and Chris Weaver
Cathays and City Centre Councillors

Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

18 April 2022 12:12
Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
39-41 St Mary’s Street

Dear whomever it may concern
I’m writing to oppose the licensing application of the above address. The proposed license would be for a
unit next to the “Queer Emporium”, which opened in the Summer of 2021. Since opening it has become a
hub and safe space for many people who often feel unsafe in other spaces in Cardiff. It has become
somewhere that people feel comfortable going and know that they will be welcome to be themselves.
There is no other venue in Cardiff like it, where they provide entertainment but also a comfortable space for
people to gather.
I fear that with the proposed license next door that this will no longer be a safe space and actually become
a hostile environment. It will become much like other places in Cardiff and will take away that much needed
safe space for the Queer community. It is really upsetting that after finally having somewhere like the
Emporium that it will be taken away, by a big company.
With people drinking till late, it increases the chances of people becoming aggressive and abusive and this
will only evoke fear in a community that constantly have to worry about things like this.
I really do hope that you take into account the many lives that have been changed by the Emporium and
why that is. It’s because the environment feels safe.
Kind regards
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Barker, Kirstie
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

22 April 2022 19:10
Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
Adventure Bar (39-41 St. Mary’s Street)

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside Cardiff Council, take care when clicking
links.
ALLANOL: Daw'r e-bost hwn o'r tu allan i Gyngor Caerdydd, cymerwch ofal wrth glicio ar
ddolenni.

To whom it concerns,
I am writing to you today concerning the proposed bar moving into the currently vacant space next to The Queer Emporium on
St. Mary’s Street, Cardiff.
As a frequent patron of The Queer Emporium, I have several concerns about the new venue, and the impact it will have not only
on this small business, but on Cardiff’s LGBT community as a whole, particularly concerning young people.
In my research I have found that this bar would be in violation of a number of licensing requirements. The objections are as
follows:
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder - St Mary’s Street is already saturated with bars serving hen parties, stag dos and sports
crowds, further adding to this is likely to increase crime and antisocial behaviour. As it would be so close to a safe space
designed to cater for a group which is disproportionately harassed (the LGBT community), it is likely to cause an increase in hate
crimes. This is simply unacceptable and is not in line with Cardiff’s values and commitments to protect the LGBT community. I
would hope that these commitments are taken seriously and are not simply for vanity.
Public Safety - This is a bar that encourages large amounts of drinking in short spaces of time (60 minute bottomless brunches)
throughout the daytime and is targeted towards women. This would lead to an increase in drunk and vulnerable people through
the day on St Mary’s Street, who would be too intoxicated and could cause disruptions on the street and to other venues, not to
mention the potential danger they could be putting themselves in.
The Prevention of Public Nuisance - Large amounts of intoxicated people are likely to cause public nuisance that could be
targeted at nearby vulnerable groups, independent businesses and sober spaces.
Finally, and in my opinion most crucially, The Protection of Children from Harm - as stated, the proposed location is next to The
Queer Emporium, a safe space that is the only accessible space for under 18s that are within the LGBT community in Wales. This
space is essential for those under 18s, who cannot go anywhere else. The importance of a space like this is unparalleled; having
a bar adjacent, that’s opening hours encompass The Queer Emporium’s, encourages heavy drinking and potentially has a high
turnover of intoxicated clientele would endanger the space and most likely make it untenable. As someone with a 13 year old
queer sibling who regularly uses The Queer Emporium as a safe haven, I am deeply concerned about this on a very personal
level.
The Royal Arcade is also known for independent shops, family run businesses, coffee shops, sober spaces and restaurants,
having this establishment on the entrance to the arcade will negatively affect those businesses as it will discourage many groups
from visiting the area.
I hope that you will seriously consider these objections. I love Cardiff and I want it to remain a safe hub for the LGBT community,
as I’m sure you do too.
Thank you for taking the time to read this email, I eagerly anticipate your response and action.
Regards,
-1

Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

09 May 2022 21:20
Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
Objection against Proposed Location of Adventure Bar in Mary Street, Cardiff

Importance:

High

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside Cardiff Council, take care when clicking
links.
ALLANOL: Daw'r e-bost hwn o'r tu allan i Gyngor Caerdydd, cymerwch ofal wrth glicio ar
ddolenni.

Dear Sir/Madam,
I hope you are well.
Regarding the proposed location of the Adventure Bar in Mary Street, Cardiff please find my following objection
below:
The Protection of Children and Harm:
As proposed, the location of the new bar is next door to The Queer Emporium, which offers a safe and welcoming
space to the LGBTQIA community from all walks of life. The Queer Emporium has offered tremendous support for
the LGBTQIA community in Cardiff, since it was established in 2020 and is the only LGBTQIA venue open to those
under 18 who are unable to go elsewhere. As a member of the Welsh Ballroom Community, this unique venue has
been essential for offering us the necessary platform to express ourselves fully within a nurturing environment.
The Royal Arcade is filled of various independent businesses from fashion, restaurants, and coffee shops all of which
are open to family and sober clienteles. Having the new bar located next door would only encourage heavy drinking
and anti-social behaviour, leading to intimidating regular customers of the Royal Arcade venues and driving away
business. Most importantly, this would greatly hinder the safe and welcoming space offered by the Royal Arcade
businesses.
Thank you for your time and understanding, and I look forward to your response.
Kind regards,
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Barker, Kirstie
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

22 April 2022 18:13
Licensing (Licensing Regulatory) / Trwyddedu (Rheoleiddio Trwyddedu)
Concerns regarding Venture Battersea Limited license application for ‘Adventure
Bar’

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to you with regard to the licensing application made by +Venture Battersea Limited for
‘Adventure Bar’ to strongly object to this license being granted.
I regularly attend evenings out in the centre of Cardiff and appreciate the variety of venues we have in our
city. I am extremely concerned however about the application for the above premises.
I know of this bar business from their other venues - a business model predicated on excessive drinking
(bottomless brunches, spirit deals etc). Another venue of this kind on this street is unnecessary and
dangerous for public safety and for a Cardiff city centre that we can be proud of. Unfortunately, large
numbers of highly intoxicated people cause public nuisance and are often highly intimidating (especially to
marginalised groups that I know Cardiff council is committed to supporting to thrive in our city). In recent
years, St Mary’s Street has become increasingly unpleasant a street with regard to crime and antisocial
behaviour. There are already dozens of bars serving increasingly rowdy groups into the small hours, and
higher and higher levels of antisocial behaviour and crime. A night in town is often blighted by inebriated
people often behaving in antisocial ways. This bar will only add to this problem at a time when we should
be looking at the make up of premises in this area and taking proactive action to make it a safer place for
all.
I am particularly concerned about the location of this proposed bar. It is next door to The Queer Emporium,
which is an absolute asset of a venue for Cardiff. This is a safe space which I attend regularly and have
witnessed the sanctuary is offers to queer people of all ages and backgrounds, many with additional
vulnerabilities and needs. As queer people, we experience harassment and hate crimes on a scarily
regular basis and it would be detrimental to have the proposed premises next door bringing with it the
antisocial behaviour and threat that is unfortunately associated with establishments such as the one
proposed in this application.
I have personally felt intimidated as a woman and a queer person here and regularly witness fights,
harassment, theft of possessions etc. I suggest that the last thing our city centre needs is another late night
place promoting problematic binge drinking through bottomless booze deals etc. Children attend the
premises next door (the queer emporium), which offers a safe and nurturing environment for young people
under 18 to socialise, be themselves and have fun during the day and in the evening undertaking
community-building, arts, craft and social activities. I would be very concerned about the impact of the
proposed license on these young people, for whom the queer emporium is a place of sanctuary. To this
end, I would be keen to see the completed Equalities Impact Assessment for the proposed license, please.
I would be very happy to have a follow-up conversation or meeting about all of the above, or to answer
further questions you may have to help you make an informed decision on this application.
Yours faithfully,
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